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SUMMARY 

  
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 & 

Thursday, September 17, 2026 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 

  
Grosse-Île Gymnasium 

& Cap-aux-Meules Community Hall (Town 
Hall) 

7 people* 

 
* 6 people attended the Grosse-Île meeting (including two media representatives), and one person 
(media) attended the Cap-aux-Meules meeting. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Meetings were planned in Grosse-Île and Cap-aux-Meules for September 16th and 17th, 
2026. However, since no members of the public attended the Cap-aux Meules meeting, 
it was canceled. Most of this report therefore covers the discussions that took place at 
the meeting in Grosse-Île. 

For transparency’s sake, and to document all the steps taken leading up to these 
meetings, information about the Cap-aux-Meules meeting has still been included in the 
appendices. This includes the promotional and invitation materials, as well as the 
presentation that was intended for the meeting. 

This document is not a word-for-word transcript. It aims to report, as accurately as 
possible, the main points raised during the discussions, and to reflect the questions, 
comments and concerns shared at the meeting. Its content should not be read as direct 
quotes from the project partners or from the people who attended. It was prepared with 
a focus on clear language, transparency and accuracy. 
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BACKGROUND  

As the Grosse-Île Wind Farm project (PEDGI) moves forward, and following the government 
decree authorizing the project, the partners wanted to provide an update on the project and 
continue strengthening dialogue with the communities of the Magdalen Islands. These 
meetings were also part of the Community Engagement Plan, which aims to improve how 
citizens can take part in the project and how local concerns are followed up on. 

INVITATIONS 

To inform the public and encourage people to take part in the self-nomination process, 
several communication tools were used in the weeks leading up to the meetings: 

• An invitation mailed to all Grosse-Île residents during the week of August 24, 2026, to 
promote the creation of the Grosse-Île Working Group; 

• Information on the upcoming Working Group and a call for applications included in 
the PEDGI project fact sheets, which were mailed out were shared on the project’s 
Facebook page and published in Le Radar newspaper over the summer; 

• Promotion of both meetings on the PEDGI project’s Facebook page, including 
reminder posts; 

• Facebook posts shared by local partners, including the Municipality of Grosse-Île, to 
reach more people; 

• A targeted Facebook ad campaign that generated 57,980 impressions and reached 
over 40,000 unique users, raising awareness of the meetings and the call for 
applications among residents of the Magdalen Islands and Grosse-Île. 

 

See Appendix 1 
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MEETING OVERVIEW – GROSSE-ÎLE, SEPT. 16 

PROJECT TEAM ON SITE 

The following team members attended the meeting: 

ORGANIZATION NAME ROLE 

Nutrinor Gilbert Énergies 
renouvelables 

Jean-Michel Leblanc 
Operations Manager, PEDDN and 
PEDGI 

Sébastien Ruiz Project Manager 

Alliance de l’énergie de 
l’Est 

Gabriel Durany Director of Development 

Transfert Environnement 
et Société 

Elizabeth Robertson Project Director – Facilitator 

Justine Simard Senior Advisor – Report Writing 

MEETING FORMAT 

Residents were invited to attend a presentation on the progress of the PEDGI project, followed 
by a question-and-answer period and a self-nomination process for citizen members of the 
Grosse-Île Working Group. Transfert Environnement et Société facilitated both parts of the 
meeting. 

MEETING OBJECTIVES 

The September 16, 2026 meeting in Grosse-Île aimed to: 

• Share the latest updates on the project; 

• Listen to feedback from the community; 

• Share the proposal for the Working Group; 

• Select the community members who would be on the Working Group; 

PRESENTATION – GROSSE-ÎLE WIND FARM PROJECT UPDATE 

Jean-Michel Leblanc, Operations Manager for Nutrinor Gilbert Énergies renouvelables (NGER), 
gave an update on the Grosse-Île Wind Farm project (PEDGI). He first informed participants 
that the government recently issued a decree authorizing the project. He noted that while this 
was an important milestone, it was not the end of the process, and that the project could still 
be improved. He also indicated that detailed engineering was now underway and that the 
partners intended to continue working with the community to further improve the project. 

The presentation also reviewed the main findings of the BAPE hearings and the feedback 
received from the public. Mr. Leblanc then outlined some of the measures taken since the 
hearings to address the concerns raised. These include stronger measures to protect the 
dunes and wildlife, new visual simulations showing the revised location of some infrastructure, 
and a Community Engagement Plan published in the spring of 2026. This plan aims to improve 

https://voute.bape.gouv.qc.ca/dl/?id=00000767363


 

   Project Update Meetings – September 16 & 17, 2026 5 

transparency, make information more available in English, give Grosse-Île residents a stronger 
voice in the engagement process, and ensure that community concerns are addressed and 
followed up on. 

The presentation is available in Appendix 2. 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

Questions, concerns or comments 
Responses from NGER or other speakers 

 

You mentioned stabilizing the dunes. 
How and when will this be done? 

The dunes will be stabilized with coconut fibre mats and 
by planting marram grass (beach grass) at each stage of 
the work. As with the PEDDN project, yearly monitoring 
will check how well these measures are working. 

Why do we hear about both 3-metre and 
19-metre deep foundations? 

The turbine foundations will be about 3 metres deep. 
The 19-metre figure refers to protective sheet piles 
(similar to those used for wharves) that will be installed 
in case erosion happens faster than expected. This is a 
preventive measure to protect the infrastructure in an 
extreme scenario.  The installation does not require 
excavation to a depth of 19 metres. 

Dunes are always changing and 
naturally shift over time. How will the 
project take this into account, especially 
with foundations buried 19 metres 
deep? 

The foundations will not be 19 metres deep, but about 3 
metres. Stabilization measures will be put in place 
around the infrastructure, and erosion will be monitored 
every year. 

Are there sensors monitoring the 
stability and movement of the existing 
wind turbines as the dunes shift? 

Wind turbines are continuously monitored by sensors, as 
even a slight change in tilt can have significant effects at 
the top of the tower. Their operation also automatically 
adjusts to wind conditions. No impacts on turbine 
stability are expected as a result of changes in the 
dunes. 

How much will the wind turbines reduce 
the use of the Islands’ thermal power 
plant and greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions? 
 
 

With both wind farms in operation, the turbines would 
supply up to 40% of the electricity used in the Magdalen 
Islands, avoiding about 30,000 tonnes of GHG emissions 
per year. 
However, Hydro-Québec is in a better position to 
provide more detailed information on the Islands’ future 
energy needs and on how much each energy project will 
contribute, especially in connection with its current 
project for a new thermal power plant. Even when 
biofuels are used, burning them still produces GHG 
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DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

Questions, concerns or comments 
Responses from NGER or other speakers 

 

emissions, although usually less than fossil fuels. 

Where will the biogas for the future 
thermal power plant come from? Will it 
be imported? 
 

Hydro-Québec would be best placed to answer this 
question. However, since no biogas is currently 
produced in the Magdalen Islands, it will have to be 
imported. Hydro-Québec will be able to provide details 
on its supply through its own information and 
consultation process. 

I find it hard to understand why Hydro-
Québec wants to produce more 
electricity than the Magdalen Islands 
currently need. 

Even though the thermal power plant can meet current 
demand, electricity from the wind turbines reduces fuel 
use and GHG emissions. Hydro-Québec’s goal is to 
replace part of its thermal power production with 
renewable energy. 

You mentioned wanting to make the 
project more transparent. Do you feel 
the information shared so far has not 
been transparent enough? 

There is always room for improvement. Between 2023 
and 2025, the focus was mainly on environmental 
studies and the regulatory process. We recognize that 
we could have engaged with the community more often, 
and now we want to do better. 

There do not seem to be enough 
information activities to keep residents 
interested and involved. Some important 
issues, such as transporting the wind 
turbine components, should be 
discussed more with residents. Why do 
you think so few Grosse-Île residents 
attended this meeting, despite the 
efforts made to promote it? 

We don’t know why so few residents attended tonight. 
We will consider this when planning future activities. 

Many residents have felt that they were 
not consulted or listened to enough 
since the project began. The lack of 
information sessions and discussions 
with the project developer, especially 
before the BAPE hearings, along with 
communications being mostly in French, 
have made many people feel that the 
community’s concerns were not fully 
taken into account. 

This concern has been noted and will be taken into 
account as the information and engagement process 
moves forward. 

I am surprised that the payments to the The planned payments are in line with those of other wind 
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DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

Questions, concerns or comments 
Responses from NGER or other speakers 

 

municipality seem fairly low compared 
to those paid to Mines Seleine. 

projects in Quebec. They may seem small because this is 
a small-scale project compared to other wind projects in 
the province. 

Since the cost of living is higher on the 
Islands than in many other parts of 
Quebec, I believe the benefits and 
compensation for using public land 
should be higher. 

Public land on the Islands is managed locally by the 
Communauté maritime des Îles-de-la-Madeleine, rather 
than by the Ministry of Natural Resources. The amounts 
paid are governed by law and must be used to manage 
this land. 

The project’s and the municipality’s 
Facebook pages, as well as the fact 
sheets, are effective ways to inform 
Grosse-Île residents. The project 
representative’s work on the ground in 
recent months has been appreciated. 

Thank you for this feedback. The project team will 
continue these communication and outreach efforts. 

Public interest in taking part in 
consultations has dropped, as many 
residents feel the project will go ahead 
regardless of the concerns they have 
raised. 

The authorization is not the end of the process, the 
project can still be improved and we hope residents can 
be a part of that. 

There seems to be a gap between the 
information presented at the BAPE 
hearings and what was shared today 
about the benefits for Mines Seleine. 
Also, if Mines Seleine were to have wind 
turbines on its land, would it get a tax 
break for that? 

At the BAPE hearings, the Mines Seleine representative 
said that the benefits for the company were not 
significant. The project team can confirm that the  
payments the mine would receive are similar to those for 
the use of public land. 
Regarding tax breaks, the project team does not have 
specific information. However, the use of renewable 
energy may slightly reduce the taxable value of some 
land. On the other hand, adding new infrastructure, such 
as the wind turbines and the substation, should increase 
the property value of the land involved. 

My understanding was that the potential 
benefits for Mines Seleine were not 
about lower municipal taxes, but rather 
lower carbon pricing costs. Could the 
renewable energy from the project give 
the company this kind of advantage? 

Using renewable energy could reduce some carbon 
pricing costs, but the project team cannot say exactly 
what the impact would be for Mines Seleine. 

I feel there has been a lack of The proponent met with the Municipality of Grosse-Île 
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SELF-NOMINATION PROCESS 

Due to low attendance, the planned self-nomination exercise to select the citizen members be 
on the Working Group could not take place. Transfert Environnement et Société still presented 
the proposed mandate for the Working Group and explained how the self-nomination process 
would have worked. This was followed by a discussion period. 

The Working Group's proposed mandate, operating procedures, composition and 
selection criteria are outlined in the presentation in Appendix 2. 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

Questions, concerns or comments 
Responses from NGER or other speakers 

 

transparency, not only from the project 
developer but also from some municipal 
bodies. Changes to the project and to 
the zoning were sometimes hard to 
follow, especially for the English-
speaking community. Together, these 
situations have added to a feeling of 
being left uninformed. 

and kept them informed from the start of the project. The 
Municipality also has a a seat on the Liaison Committee. 
Looking back, however, the project team recognizes that 
these efforts did not fully meet expectations for 
information sharing and involvement, especially among 
Grosse-Île residents. 
The consultations related to zoning were conducted by 
the Communauté maritime des Îles-de-la-Madeleine. The 
decision to rezone the site was partly due to its proximity 
to other industrial uses (mining activities). 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

Questions, concerns or comments Responses from NGER or other speakers 

I would like more information about 
the Grosse-Île Working Group. 

Transfert Environnement et Société presented the Working 
Group’s mandate, objectives and how it will operate. They 
also clarified the difference between the Working Group 
and the Liaison Committee. 

How will the Working Group be 
formed? Who can be a member? 

Transfert Environnement et Société explained the planned 
self-nomination process for selecting citizen representatives 
on the Working Group. Participants would have selected 
their own representatives, rather than having them chosen 
by the project developer. The selection criteria for 
applicants and the proposed membership of the Working 
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To date, the citizen seats have not been filled, so they will remain open. Over the coming 
months, the project team will continue its communication efforts to better explain the Working 
Group’s role, mandate and operations, with the goal of encouraging participation and getting it 
up and running. 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY 

Questions, concerns or comments Responses from NGER or other speakers 

Group was also presented (see pages 21 to 27 of the 
presentation in appendix 2). 
Because so few Grosse-Île residents attended, the self-
nomination process could not take place at the meeting. 

Is Hydro-Québec part of the Working 
Group? 

Hydro-Québec does not have a seat on either the Working 
Group or the Liaison Committee. If Working Group 
members would like someone from Hydro-Québec to attend 
a specific meeting to provide information, they can be 
invited. 

How much influence will the Working 
Group have? 

The Working Group does not make decisions. However, it 
gives residents and local organizations a place to share 
their concerns and their in-depth knowledge of the area, so 
the project developer can consider them and propose 
changes to the project in response. Also when a suggestion 
from the Working Group cannot be implemented, the 
developer commits to explaining why. 
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APPENDIX 1 – INVITATIONS 

Invitation mailed to all Grosse-Île households by Canada Post during the week of August 24, 2026 

PAGE 1 PAGE 2 
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Advertisement published in the September 11, 2026 issue of Le Radar newspaper 
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Post and ad on the Parc éolien de Grosse-Île Wind Farm Facebook page (August 27, 2026) 
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Reminder post on the Parc éolien de Grosse-Île Wind Farm Facebook page (September 
7, 2026) 
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Municipality Grosse Ile Facebook page (September 14, 2026) 
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APPENDIX 2 – PRESENTATION 
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